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FOREWORD. 



RAVELERS to the Central American Republics 
and Panama, in their tours of city or coun- 
tryside, will often wonder about unusually 
large' crowds, flags, street decorations, 
music, dancing, or perhaps a solemn pil- 
grimage or processional, on what would be a 
quiet,, uneventful working day back home «, 
They soon find out, however, that it is a 
dia de fiesta ' or holiday, either patriotic or religious, na- 
tional or local, when the entire community turns out for a 
continuous round of festivities which may last for a day, a 
week, or longer. Whatever the country or district, year or 
season, the visitor is bound to witness one of these color- 
ful celebrations, for many are the red-letter events of the 
nation* s history observed with patriotic fervor; each town 
and village must honor its own patron saint every year; and 
then, there are always the Holy Week, Christmas and other 
traditional observances of the Christian world, not to men- 
tion Carnival, the fairs or markets, whether steeped iri tra- 
dition, as is the case in certain remote regions, or purely 
trade promotion ventures in up-and-coming communities. What 
an opportunity to learn about the customs and traditions of 
a people, to get a deeper insight into life as they live it l 


The Travel Division of the Pan American Union is 
pleased to offer here a list of the outstanding holidays and 
festivals in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, and Panama, with brief explanatory notes where 
deemed of special interest or value. Obviously, it is not 
intended to be an exhaustive compilation, for the religious 
and traditional fiestas alone would require a large volume. 
Furthermore, although these are supposed to follow the 
church calendar, it is not unusual for the visitor to be 
disappointed by celebrations that fail to materialize, and 
surprised by others where, as someone graphically put it, 
"the saints are still marching strong two weeks after the 
date assigned, with incense rising fragrantly and rockets 
bursting as merrily as ever". 

Highlight of the patriotic celebrations is the anni- 
versary of the country* s release from Spanish rule, marking 
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the inception of sovereign national life, except in the case 
of Panama, which seceded from a free Colombia to set herself 
up as an independent Republic. Thus, Panamanians celebrate 
two independence days. Colorful ceremonies, military pa- 
rades, fireworks, dances, and general merrymaking are the 
order of the day. "Bastille Day", national holiday of 
Prance, and the "Fourth of July", commemorating the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America, officially observ- 
ed in most of the republics,, have acquired added signifi- 
cance since the outbreak of World War II, for what they rep- 
resent to the cause of freedom and democracy in the world. 
El Dla de las Americas , or "Pan American Day", which honors 
the Pan American Union on the anniversary of its v founding, 
has captured the imagination of young and old alike, and is 
observed with increasing enthusiasm in schools, colleges and 
universities, as well as in civic and literary centers, 
where special exercises are held to extol the movement for 
inter-American solidarity and collaboration. 

Particular mention is reserved for "the 12th of Oc- 
tober," a historical date to which all peoples of the West- 
ern Hemisphere, from Alaska to the Straits of Magellan, have 
a common claim, although so far it has been celebrated with 
special zeal and devotion in Latin America. Some of the 
Spanish-speaking republics call it El Dia de_ la Paza (Day of 
the Race), as they stress their common origin, language and 
culture. In the United States it is generally observed as 
"Columbus Day", except in the States of Alabama, where it^hs- 
called "Fraternal Day"; North Dakota, which prefers 'Dis- 
covery Day"; and Wisconsin, where it is known as "Landing 
Day". However, on the occasion of the 450th anniversary of 
the discovery of America, October 12, 1942, the Jice Presi-* v 
dent of the United States, Mr. Henry A. Wallace, voiced a new 
trend of thought when he saidi "Now that hemispheric soli- 
darity has at last come into its own, it is altogether ap- 
propriate that we should celebrate October 12 as the DAY OF 
THE NEW WORLD". 


HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS 





January 

1. - 

New Year's Day* 

January 

6 , - 

Dfa de los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 
gift giving day equivalent of our Christmas* (l) 

January 

15. - 

The celebration of the Christ of Esquipulas, 
Guatemala’s great religious festival, compar- 
able to that of Guadalupe in Mexico. (2) 

February 

1 

• 

i — 1 

President’s Day (The day President Jorge Uhico 
originally took office.) 

— — — — 

- - 

Movable Date - Carnival time (Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday before Ash 'Wednesday. ) 

March 

19. - 

San Jose (St. Joseph’s Feastday. ) 

March or April • 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.) 

April 

14. - 

Pan American Day (Founding of the Pan American Union. ) 

May 

1. - 

Labor Day# 

June 

29. - 

Santos Pedro y Pablo (Sts. Peter and Paul.) 

June 

w 

0 

• 

1 

Anniversary of the Revolution of 1871. (3) 

July 

4. - 

Independence Day of the United States of 

America. 

August 

CJ1 

• 

1 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, patroness 
of Guatemala City. 

September 

15. - 

Independence Day. (4) 


I 


i 

Y 

October 12. - 

I ; ■ ' ' ' ' 

November 10* - 

\ 

j 

November 1 & 2- 

P 

November - - - 
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Discovery of America (Columbus Day) • 
President Ubico T s /Birthday* 

All Saints Day & All Souls Day* 

Movable Date - Fair in Guatemala City# 


4 


( 5 ) 


December 8. - 
December 12# - 


December 25. - 
December 28. - 

December 31. - 


Feast of the. Immaculate Conception# 

The Feast of Guadalupe, although primarily 
a Mexican holiday, is celebrated to some 
extent in Guatemala, (See Holidays and Festi- 
vals, Mexico). 

Christmas Day. 

Dia de los S antos Inocentes , the equivalent of 
April Fool 1 s Day in the United States. 

Bank Holiday. 


NOTES 


* — IKE all of the Latin American countries, Guatemala is predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic and therefore celebrates the same holi- 
days of the Church observed elsewhere. There are national and 

regional feasts. 


2 . - 


‘HE FEAST of the Christ of Esquipulas 


is one of the most famous 

..fiestas .of .Guatemala# A pilgrimage is made annually by thousands 
of poor and rich from all over the country to a beautiful church 
at” Esquipulas that now houses. the statue of the Black Christ by the 
famous colonial sculptor Quirio Catafto (1595). In .1737 the statue _ 
became widely known, for it was reported to have miraculous curative 
powers. Today, on one side of the immense church, erected as a shrine, 
hang hundreds of gold, silver, wood and wax replicas of the various 
parts of the human body said to have been miraculously cured of some 
ailment. The image of the Black Christ, draped in white satin . and 
laden with jewels, is a sight that Well repays a visit to Esquipulas. 
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- 3 - 

The SERIES of revolts which for two years had undermined the 

powerfully entrenched conservative government of Rafael Carrera, 

and his successor, Vicente Cerna, culminated in the triumph of 

the liberal forces under Miguel Garcia Granados and Justo Rufino Bar- 
rios at the battle of San Lucas, June 29, 1871. The following day, 
the revolutionary army entered the capital, "thus bringing to an 
end the conservative regime of thirty years”. 


- 4 - 


’HE FIVE CENTRAL AMERICAN REPUBLICS, with part of what is now. 
the Republics©! Mexico, .were* during the" Colonial . days, provinces 
of the Captaincy General of Guatemala. It was to be expected 
that the revolutionary ferment throughout the rest of the continent 
should apread there from both south and north. There had been spo- 
radic flare-ups of rebellion from time to time but, ow ing to the 
firmness of the Captain General, Josd Bustamante, they had come to 
nothing. In 1818, however, Bustamante was succeeded by Don Carlos 
Urrutia, who by reason of age and pacific inclinations was glad to. 
delegate the actual power to an. Inspector General of the Army, Gavino 
Gainza. In 1821 word was received, first that Mexico had . established 
its independence, then that the Province of Chiapas, originally part 
of Guatemala, had withdrawn and joined Mexico, Patriots from all 
parts of Central America had gathered in Guatemala under the leader- 
ship of two men, losd Cecilio del Valle, a Honduran, and father Jos6 
Maria Delgado of El Salvador. Gainza was easily persuaded to permit 
the calling of a meeting to decide what course of action was most in 
accord with public interests, the more so because of the mounting ex- 
citement of the populace, culminating in a general call to arms on 
the 14th. A. declaration of independence was drafted by del Valle, 
and after a spirited discussion ln-whiciuthe speakers were. hissed or 
applauded by the gallery as they opposed or favored independence, 
it was passed, signed by all present - - who represented the civil, 
military, and ecclesiastical authorities of the region - - and pro- 
claimed on the 15th. Internal dissension prevented a permanent 
union, but each of the Republics still counts the anniversary of 
the proclamation in Guatemala City, September 15, as its Independence 
Day. (From - Eight Independence Days, by Beatrice Newhall, Bulletin 
of the Pan American Union, September, 1934.) 



- 5 - ^ 

UATEMALA turns out in force for La Feria de Noviembre , (The 

iNovember Fair) an annual Fall event that transforms Guatemala/. 
^^Jcity into a festive capital of marimba bands and horse races 9 i 
But more important for many are the exhibits sponsored by the Depart jJ 
ment of Agriculture, displaying the country 1, s principal products andi^J| 
handicrafts. From the highlands come the Indians with their color fulj^ 
wares - pottery, textiles and baskets, D'5-D /\ 

' - ••••- •••^ flail ^ X / Vii It 


HOLIDAYS AMD FESTIVALS 



January 

1. 

- 

New Year ’ s Day. 


January 

6. 

- 

Dla he los Santos Reyes,, (the , Epiphany) the 
gift giving lay equivalent of our Chr is trims . 

(1) 

February 

1. 

- 

Dla de la Madre (Mother’s Dav) • 


March 

1 — 1 

rf* 

%* 

- 

Fiesta Nacional (National Fiesta). (2) 


March or April 

- 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 
G-ood Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday). 

(3) 

April 

14. 

- 

Pan American Day (Founding or the Pan American 
Union) . 


May 

3. 

- 

Dla de Arbol (Arbor Day) . 


June 

22. 

- 

Dla del Maestro (Teacher’s Day). 


June 

30. 

- 

Bank Holiday. 


July 24-Aug 6* 

- 

The Feast of the Saviour. (4) 


August 

29. 

- 

Anniversary of the Death of General Gerardo 
Barrios. (5) 


September 

15. 

- 

Independence Day. (6) 


October 

12. 

- 

Columbus Day (Discovery of America). 


October 

21. 

- 

Day of St. 'Ursula, (7) 


November 1 

& 2 

- 

All Saints Day & All Soul’s Day. 


November 

5. 


Anniversary of the First Cry of Independence. 

(8) 

December 

12. 


Day of the Indian. (9) 
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December 25. - Christmas Day. (10) 

December 31. - Bank Holiday, 


NOTES 

- 1 - 

“T~ L SALVADOR is predominantly Roman Catholic and therefore 
celebrates the same holidays of the Church observed else- 

where in Latin America, There 'are, in addition, many other 

'religious holidays observed locally. Each town has its patron 
or patroness to whom it pays homage with annual ceremonies and 
festivals. 


— 2 — 


ATIONAL HOLIDAY celebrating recognition by the National 
Constituent Assembly of El Salvador’s efforts on behalf of 
the sovereignty and independence of Central America. Busi- 
ness is forgotten and 'every city, town and village celebrates on 
this national holiday. 


- 3 - 

”"1 OLY WEEK and EASTER festivities have a two fold aspect in 
— El Salvador. .First, there is the purely religious obser- 
_ vance;, with the colorful rites of the Catholic Church and 
their ceremonial splendor in full sway throughout the Republic; 
and, second, the so-called "pagan” celebration by many city dwell- 
ers who leave their everyday tasks for a vacation at seaside or 
mountain resorts, thus avoiding the crowds of country folk who in- 
vade cities and towns for the religious festivities. 

Pomp and ceremony usually mark the celebration of Holy Week 
in San Salvador, the capital, where all Catholic societies and in- 
stitutions vie with each other in decorating their churches, shrines 
and homes, as well as the streets through which the processions are 
to pass. These constantly come and go from one church to another 
emulating the stations of the Via Crucis . In the churches, artistic 
altars arc erected, with delightful displays of draperies, flowers 
and lights that generally draw expressions of admiration from on- 
lookers. Highlight of the celebration is the procession of the 
Holy Sepulchre on Good Friday, 


HOLIDAYS AMD FESTIVALS - F.L SALVADOR 


8 


The most common manifestation of religions fervor is found 
in the organization of processions : the devout descend from their 
mountain homes to light candles at the altars of nearby churches; 
carry aloft images of the saints of their devotion from village 
to village; fulfill their vows to the Saints for their help and 
intercession, and decorate their shrines with flowers* Most in- 
teresting perhaps, to the spectator in search of purely local 
color, would be a rural procession winding along lanes and trails 
from one village to another; the contrast of bright colors in the 
sunshine; the ruddy faces of the participants after their long 
tramp in the midday sun and, above all, their deep devotion. 

In purely Indian towns, such as Izalco, Panchimalco and Nahui- 
zalco, celebrations are specially elaborate, with all the character 
istics of a town carnival, a mixture of Christian and pagan rites. 


- 4 - 

r~ HS FIESTAS AGOSTHIAS , or August Fiestas, attract to the Sal- 
vadorean capital largo numbers of visitors from every district 

of the Republic and from the neighboring countries. In this 

celebration the revival of traditions centuries old shares the lime- 
light with displays of modern industrial and agricultural products, 
and with colorful pageants, beautifully planned and executed, all 
activities leading up to the solemn religious ceremonies in honor 
of El Salvador del Murndo (The Savior of the World) patron saint of 
the republic and Its capital. 

In colonial times the feast was limited to simple church rites. 
As chronicler has remarked, "when Vespers were over, the Mass con- 
cluded and the Royal Standard returned to its case in tho Armory, 
following a grand procession through the streets of the capital, 
tho faithful resignedly went back to trogetate in boredom and in- 
action until the next 6th of August." In the year 1777, however, 
an innovation was introduced by one Master Silvestrc G-arcia, "a 
very religious man of irreproachable character, member of the Ven- 
erable Tertiary Order of Franciscans, and painter and gilder by 
trade." It is recorded that Master Garcia, "inflamed with an ar- 
dent zeal for external manifestations of Christian rites, and in 
fulfilment of a vow made during a period of reverses", carved and 
painted a beautiful statue of the Holy Saviour for the people of 
his country "to venerate and bear in public procession on the 
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Feast of the Transfiguration.” Personally, he took charge of the 
celebration, year after year, until his death in 1807. Thereafter , 
the Municipality took over, acting through committees of prominent 

citizens. 

The brilliant civic and religious festivities of today date 
back, wo are told, to the year 1821 when independence was declared 
from Spain. At irregular intervals, throughout the thirteen day 
period, colorful floats with merrymakers impersonating "charcoal 
vendors", Indians from the volcano districts, farm laborers, etc., 
or bearing Salvadorean beauties posing in pastoral tableaux, arc 
driven through the streets of the city to the Campo do Marte, w ere 
they finally pass in review before audiences of as many as 30,000 
persons gathered at the national stadium. Typical orchestras play 
everywhere , and the people throng the streets to watch the parades; 
go to the racetrack, or attend festivities and dances at the social 

clubs. 

The evening of August 5th witnesses the spectacular procession 
of El Salvador del Mundo , in which the famous image carved by Master 
Silvestfiw 1 Garcia is carried aloft on a very elaborate float. . The 
following day is the Feast of the Transfiguration, and the time is 
given to solemn religious services. 


- 5 - 


N MARCH 28, 1860 the Salvadorean National Congress elected 
General Gerardo Barrios, an outstanding liberal, President 
for a five year term (1860-65), and conferred upon him the 
u_Lwa.e of Captain General of the Republic. He pacified the coun- 
try, center of almost continious upheavals since the declaration 
of independence; fostered public education, the sciencies and the 
arts; sponsored the codification of the laws, among other progres* 
sive measures, and organized a national army. 


tit' 


Victorious against the stronger Guatemalan forces which had 
invaded El Salvador under General Carrera (Battle of Coatepeque, 
February 24, 1863), Barrios 1 forces were subsequently defeated in 
the vicinity of Leon and compelled to fall back on the capital. 
There they withstood a month 1 s siege until, exhausted and lacking 
food and munitions, further defense was deemed futile, . Genera 
Barrios, deposed by a provisional government under Francisco Duehas 
established by Carrera, came to 'jhe United States where he lived 


% 
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until 1864, then to Costa Rica, and later to Panama, Hearing of 
various uprisings against the Due-nas regime, General Barrios at- 
tempted to rejoin his friends to assist in the movement, hut he 
was seized in Nicaragua and was handed over to the Salvadorean 
authorities under specific promise that his life would he spared. 
He was, nevertheless, courtmartialed and sentenced to death, A- 
midst general consternation, General Gerardo Barrios faced a fir- 
ing squad in the early morning of August 29, 1865, This fateful 
event is now annually comjaeiaoratad .all . Salvadoreans • 


0 CELEBRATION of the Independence of Central 'America, See note 4 
under Holidays and Festivals in Guatemala, September 15th is 
_^counted as Independence Bay throughout the Central American Re- 
publics, Although internal dissension prevented a permanent union on 
that date (1821), it marked the inception of freedom. 


- 7 - 


‘HIS IS ONE of the most colorful local fiestas celebrated in the 
little village of Jicalapa, in the Department of La Libertad. 

To this village, situated on a high rock overlooking the sea, 
with fifteen hundred inhabitants who live in wooden houses with 
thatched roofs , hundreds of pilgrims stream every year to do honor 
to its patron saint and to keep vows made to her for favors received. 


- 8 - 

—HE OUTSTANDING Salvadorean leader in the movement for freedom 

from Spain was Padre Jose Matias Delgado, who, on November 5, 
1811, together with a group of patriot priests and civilians, 
took up the battiie.jcry first uttered by Padre Hidalgo of Mexico in 
1810, demanding independence of the Spanish colonics from the King- 
dom of Spain, Success at first crowned the efforts of the patriots. 
Moving swiftly, they took possession of the barracks; the Spanish 
commander and other officials were deposed, and national independence 
proclaimed from the stops of the city hall by -Don Manuel Jose Arco, 
who years later was to become the first president of .the ..United 
States of Central America, The movement was short lived, however, 
and. Fatlier "DaLgado sent to Guatemala City, scat of the Captaincy 


II 
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General, where he could be watched more closely, but this: 
hot prevent his playing an important role in another revolutionary 
outbreak three years later and employing his wiles and influence 
to bring about the formal secession of the Central American pro- 
vinces, on September 15, 1821, Even the then Captain General, 

Don Gabino Gainza, had been won over to the cause. 

Subsequent threats to Central American freedom, particularly 
through the proposed annexation of the provinces to Iturbide’s 
Mexican Empire, were thwarted mainly through the efforts of pa- 
triots under the leadership of Father Delgado * Factions continued 
to fight one another, however, but with peace finally restored, 
the fighting priest returned to his parishioners, yet keeping his 
post as president of the National Assembly where he sponsored meas- 
ures promoting the welfare of the people and the efficient adminis- 
tration of the national government * Striken with a grievous ill- 
ness early in 1832, and knowing that his end was near, Father Del- 
gado summoned the outstanding citizens of San Salvador and asked 
them to ’’swear that they would welcome death rather than see their 
, country deprived of liberty*” The venerable leader died on Novem- 

V ber 12, 1832. 

a 

it 

— 9 — 

BSEHVANCE of the ’’Day of the Indian" in El Salvador takes on 
( jadded interest among all classes of the population with each 

passing year*- ..Special exercise©-.. are held in the .piiblio schools 
and processions, with children and young people dressed in authentic 
costumes, are held in honor of the Virgin of Guadalupe, patroness 
of the American Indian, The Feast of Guadalupe, although primarily 
a Mexican holiday, is celebrated to some extent in both El Salvador 
and Guatemala. (See Holidays and Festivals, Mexico). 


- 10 - 

— j N EL SALVADOR, as in other Latin American countries, Christmas 
festivities feature the Nacimiento or manger, instead of the 
Christmas tree, in home and church decorations. Stables with 
clay figurines of Joseph and Mary, the angels, shepherds, animals, 
etc., dramatize the traditional scene at Bethlehem, Thanks to the 
famed skill of Ilobasco artisans who, incidentally, have developed 
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January 

1. 

- 

New Year f s Day. 

January 

6 . 


Dia de los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 



gift giving day equivalent of our Christmas. 

March or April 

- 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday), (l) 

March 

20. 

- 

Children’s Day. 

April 

14. . 

- 

Pan American Day (Founding of the Pan American 

Union) • 

June 

23. 

turn 

Local feast in honor of St. Peter, the patron 
saint of San Pedro Sula. 

July 

4, 


Independence Day of the United States, 

duly 

14. 


The Fall of the Bastille (France's national 
celebration) • 

August 

15. 

- 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. 

September 

7 - 

• 

**sH 

i — 1 

The Fair of Las Mercedes in the City of 

El Progreso, Department of Yoro, is held 
for one week each year. 

September 

15. 

- 

Independence Day. (2) 

September 

28, 

*■*» 

Anniversary of the arrival of Independence Papers. 

September 

29. 

- 

St. Michael's Day (Local Celebration in Tegucigalpa). 

October 

3. 

- 

Francisco Morazdm Day, and Dia_ del_ Sol^_do.> celebrated 
in honor of Honduras soldiers. T5") 

October 

12. 


Discovery of America (Columbus Day), 


12 - 
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October 

21 - 30#, 

Eeria de la Baz (Fair of La Paz) held each year 
in the-, capital of the Department of La Paz# 

November.. 

f 

- - - 

Thanksgiving Day celebrated as in the United States 
on the last Thursday in November#. 

December 

5 , - 

Inauguration Day# 

December 

8# - 

^The Least of the Immaculate Conception. 

December 

25# ~ 

Christmas Day# 

December 

DO 

CO 

© 

I 

Dla de los Santos Inocentes, the equivalent of 
April Fool T s Day in the United States# 


NOTES 

- 1 - 

S IR01 Catholicism T is- j^edomiiiahtly the ‘Religion of the country, 
Hondurans observe most holidays of the Roman Catholic Church# 
Business is suspended in the main cities on important national 
and religious holidays. In the interior, however, the natives take 
advantage of the holidays to bring their wares to 'the larger towns 
for bartering. Especially noteworthy, is the celebration, during Holy 
Week (Semana Santa), in honor of the black saint, San Benito, patron 
of cooks, which originated in Coma.yagua, but now is held in other part 
of the country. 


- 2 - 

/P\ M/EB RATXON of the Independence of Central America# See note 
4 under Holidays and Festivals in Guatemala# September 15th 

V, /is counted as Independence Day throughout the Central American 

Republics, Although internal dissension prevented a permanent union 
on that date - T £1821) ,. it. marked the inception of freedom. 
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— ‘ T WOULD make a rather Ibng story were we to describe the battxes 
which Francisco Morazan, military as well as political genius, 
fought to maintain the Central American Federation. He fought 
for twelve years. The country was sparsely populated; there were no 
railroads to transport his troops, and his men had to make their way 
over hazardous mountain trails, as well as withstand the neai ox uj-xo 
coastal lowlands . With the heavy rainfall, at times they had to march 
through wet pine forests so dense that for days they could not see 
more than a hundred yards in any direction. Undaunted, however, icy 
struggled on to victory. 

As President of the Republic of the United States of Central 
America, Morazan brought about reforms that gave him enduring fame as 
a great statesman and distinguished patriot, but the Conservative ^fac- 
tion never for a moment ceased to conspire against him. ihe Ooinedcr- 
ation disrupted by general secession of its members, he became ± resi- 
dent of El Salvador where his enemies continued their intrigue in an 
effort to depose him. Tito invasions by combined forces of Guatemala 
and Honduras were repelled by Morazan and his mon, who even went on 
to capture Guatemala City, hoping to destroy the power of Carrera, the 
Conservative leader. Realizing, however, that El Salvador would enjoy 
no peace while he remained as Chief Executive, he chose voluntary exile 

in Peru. 


Called back to fight the opressivo regime of dictator Braulio Ca- 
rrillo in Costa Rica , Morazan landed at Pont arenas , won over the army 
sent against him, and occupied San lose, the capital, without blood- 
shed. Grateful Costa Rica elected him President, but his efforts to 
restore the Confederation of Central American States brought about ^ 
his downfall . By treachery, ho was made a prisoner, summarily tnoa 
and executed. His tragic death, on September 15, 1842, was mourned 
by liberals throughout the Americas.. 



HOLIDAYS AM) FESTIVALS 


IdOCMKADOJ/h 


January 1# - New Year’s Day. 


January 

6. 

— 

Dia be los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 
gift giving day equivalent of our Christmas, (l) 

March or 

April 

- 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 

G-ood Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday). (2) 

April 

• 

i — 1 

- 

Pan American Day (Founding of the Pan American 

Union) . 

May 

1. 

- 

Labor Day. 

May 

4, 

- 

Dia de la Paz (Peace Day). (3) 

July 

1. 

- 

Beginning of the great fiesta of La Santisima 
(The Holy Trinity) ■ in Granada, (4) 

July 

4. 

— 

Independence Day of the United States. of America. 

July 

• 

i — 1 

H 

- 

Holiday in Comemoration of the Heroes of ’93. (5) 

July 

14. 

- 

Fall of the Bastille (France’s national celebra- 
tion) . 

July 

24. 

- 

Simon Bolivar’s Birthday. 

August 14-30. 

- 

Local Holidays and Fiestas (Most important, the Fiestas 
of Santo Domingo, celebrated in Managua and Granada). (6) 

August 

15. 

* 

— 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, (religious 
feast celebrated with processions throughout the 

Republic) . 

September 14. 

- 

Battle., of San Jacinto. (7) 

September 15® 

— 

Independence Day, (8) 
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October 12. - Discovery of America (Columbus Day), 

November 1 & 2,~ All Saints Day & All Souls Day, 

November 28 , - Paz Eur opea ( Signing of the Peace Treaty in 

Europe'”- 1918), 


December 8, 


December 25. 


The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, On 
the night of the 7th a great celebration or 
griterfa is held. Altars are set up in homes 
and presents are exchanged, 

Christmas Day, 


NOTES 

“ “HERE are 5 in addition, many other religious holidays observed 
locally. Each town has its patron or patroness to whom it 
_____ pays homage with annual ceremonies and festivals. Nicaragua 
is predominantly Roman Catholic and celebrates the same holidays 
of the Roman Catholic Church observed elsewhere in Latin America. 


- 2 — 

J OLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS in Leon are especially noteworthy. Pro- 
—t cessions pass daily through the city and around the large park 
j fronting the old Cathedral, that was begun in 1746 but not com- 
pleted until the next century. It is reputed to be the largest in 
Central America. Throughout the week, services are held in all the 
churches and on Easter Sunday special ceremonies in the Cathedral, 


- 3 - 


✓'T'N ELEBRATI ON of a Peace Pact between General Josd Maria Moncada 
| and President Adolfo Diaz, with Stimpson as arbiter (1927), 
V^^Col. Henry L, Stimson went to Nicaragua, as the personal repre- 
sentative of President Coolidge, to find a way of bringing quiet to 
the country. It was agreed by both factions fighting for control 
of the Government that an election, supervised by American officers 
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should he held in 1928, and that United States Marines should 
train a G-uardia Nacional (National Guard) and .make it an efficient 
police force for the country, Gen, Moncada, leader of the Liberal 
army at the time of the so-called Stimson armistice, was elected 
President by an overwhelming majority. 


- 4 - 

— ”T"HE CELEBRATION of La Santisima (The Holy Trinity) in Granada 
has a significant place among Nicaragua’s festivals. The pro- 
cession begins in the afternoon, starting from the old Church 
of Maria Auxiliadora, . The route of the march is determined before- 
hand, and the streets are decorated with screens of artificial flowers, 
mostly red and white paper roses, artistically draped. Only the men 
take part in the procession, its central object being an image of 
Saint Peter in magnificent vestments, protected by an elaborate canopy# 


- 5 - 

"’"p* OLLOWING an armed uprising, Losd Santos Zelaya, a prominent 
young Liberal, became President of the Republic and remained 
t in power for the next sixteen years (1893-1909) • Marked pro- 
gress was made in Nicaragua during the Liberal regime. Service on 
the lake steamers and the railway was extended and improved, the 
coffee interests were aided by generous subsidies, and Managua, 
now the capital, from a small and unimproved country village rose 
to be a prosperous flourishing city. Public schools were opened 
in all parts of the country and many students were sent abroad to 
attend higher institutions of learning. 


- 6 - 

THE TRADITIONAL fiestas of Santo Domingo de Guzmdn , known as 

A g os Linas , or August Fiestas, are held from the 1st to the 

"lOth of the month in Managua, and from the 14th to the 30th 

in Granada, Both these cities take special pride in these fairs 
the fame of which today transcends the frontiers of the Republic 
and attracts many visitors from abroad. Carnival spirit reigns 
supreme, with parades, folk dances, and general merrymaking every- 
where. On August 15th, the towns of Ocotal, Juigalpa and Masaya 
have local celebrations. 





HOLIDAYS .AND FESTIVALS - NICARAGUA 


- 7 - 

*"*T~ ARLY IN SEPTEMBER, 1856, filibusterer William Walker, who 
— had set himself up as dictator of Nicaragua, sent men to 
drive out a force of the Allied army of Central America 
said to be holding the buildings of San Jacinto, a large cattle 
estate near Matagalpa. At 5 A.M. on Sunday, the fourteenth, the 
attackers arrived before the ranch houses of San Jacinto* ihe 
main house occupied a slight rise of ground; it was well shuttered 
and further protected by a nearby corral that was heavily fenced 
and offered the defending Allies perfect breastworks , Armed only 
with revolvers, Walker’s men attempted to storm the house and the 
corral. Almost before they were within pistol-shot of it, they 
were reduced to a third of their number by careful fire from the 
corral stockade and the house itself, and were forced back. The ^ 
f ilibusterers drew off, picked up their wounded and retraced their 
march to Granada, Trivial as the fight had been, it had an im« 
portant effect. General Belloso, waiting at Le<5n, 'was heartened by 
the beating administered to the Americans and he began at once to 
prepare the main body of his troops for a march on the Walker strong, 
holds i The war between the bold f ilibustorer , on the one hand, and 
the allied governments of Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador and 
Guatemala, on the other, was on in earnest. 


- 8 - 

yqpN EHEBRATION of the Independence of Central America. See note 
( ' 4 under Holidays and festivals in Guatemala. September 15th 

yls counted as Independence Day throughout the Central American 

Republics, Although internal dissension prevented a permanent union 
on thht date (1821)., it marked the inception of freedom. 
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HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS 



January 

. .1, - 

January 

. . - 6 v 

March 

19*. - 

March or 

April - 

April 

11. ~ 

April 

14. - 

May 

1. - 

June 

15. - 

June 

29. - 

July 

14. - 

July 

24. - 

r 

August 

2. - 

August 

15. - 


September 1. - 



New Year’ s Day* 

Dia de los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 
gift giving day equivalent of our Christmas* (l) 

San Jos 6 (St. Joseph), patron saint of Costa Rica* 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday). 

Anniversary of the Battle of Rivas ( in which . the 
heroic drummer boy, Santamaria, lost his life). (S) 

Pan American Day (Founding of the pan American Union) • 

Second battle of Rivas And ..capitulation of William 
Walker;, alsd -the opening of • the "National Congress. (3) 

Dia del Arbol (Arbor Day) . 

Santos Pedro y Pablo (Sts. Peter and Paul). 

Fall of the Bastille (France’s national celebra- 
tion) . 

Simon Bolivar?. s Birthday. 


Feast of Nuestra Senora de los Angeles ( Our Lady 
of the Angels^, patron saint of Costa Rica. (4) 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, religious 
feast celebrated with processions throughout the 
Republic. 


Birthday of Jos<§ Maria Castro, noted Costa Rican 
patriot, twice President of the Republic, (5) 
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September 15. - 


October 


December 


12 . - 


8 . - 


Independence Day. (6) 

Discovery of America (Columbus Day). 
The ifeast of the Immaculate Conception! 


December 25. - Christmas Day. 


Note; 


~ 1 - 

S 'j ^OSTA RIDA, being predominantly Roman Catholic, celebrates the 
( same holidays of the Church observed elsewhere in Latin America, 
^-Business is suspended everywhere in the Republic on all national 
holidays and major Church feasts. 


- 2 - 

■\0M on- August 29, 1831, in Alajuela, Costa Rica, Juan Santamaria , 
-J the son of the humblest of parents, in a brief span of twenty 
Jfiye years attained a place among the immortals of Costa Rica 
■Through a single act of outstanding bravery. It is said that in his 
early youth he was inclined to the boyish pranks so frequent among 
those not subject to rigorous home and scholastic training. With 
intent to curb his mischievousness he was taken into the military 
barracks at the age of ten. Too young to be a. reliable soldier he 
became an apprentice drummer. In 1855, President Juan Rafael Mora 
felt fit his duty and that of other Central Americans to aid Nicaragua 
in defeating William Walker and his filibustering associates in their 
adventurous attempt to set up a new -government on the A.tlantic-Pacif ic 
pathway across the isthmus. On March 4, 185G, Juan Santamaria. left 
Alajuela with troops of his province, and by April 11th they had 
reached the City of Rivas in Nicaragua, .Rivas had .earlier' been 
stormed and taken by Walker in a surprise attack. The Costa Ricans, 
however, turned the tide and Walker and his troops were obliged to 
seek refuge in an armory known as the Meson de Guerra . General Jos6 
Marla Canas, leading the Costa Rican Troops, called for volunteers 
to undertake the dangerous detail of setting fire to the armory. The 
young drummer, Santamaria, was first to volunteer. He crept forward, 
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dodging enemy missiles^ and reached the side of the .buildings. 
Hugging close to its walls he ran from window to window throw- 
ing lighted fagots, firing the armory. Amid fire and explosions, 
William Walker’s army made its last stand, but unfortunately took 
thfe life of the young drummer, who thus became a national hero. 
Perpetuating his bravery, Costa Rica has immortalized^ Juan oanta- 
maria in bronze and on more than one postage stamp. in onG °i 
the parks of Alajuola stands a. statue representing him throwing 
a lighted fagot into the armory during the eventful .action at 
Rivas* By~ an Act of Congress, April 11th was designated - a 
national holiday in honor of Santamaria. 


- 3 - 

W ILLIAM WALKER, the American filibusterer who had proclaimed 
himself dictator of Nicaragua, set out on an invasion oi ^ 
Costa Rica but was mot by forces under General Jose Joaquin 
Mora and vanquished at the second battle of Rivas, May 1, 1^57 « 
Walker was eventually captured and shot while engaged in another 
venture in Honduras* 


mm ^ 

C ARTAG-0 , just twelve miles from the capital of the Republic, 
is the home of Costa Rica’s patron gaint, Nuestra Sefiora_de 
los A ngeles (Our Lady of the Angels)* * A beautiful chuich 
of somewhat oriental lines now stands on the very spot wheie, 
tradition says, the saint revealed herself many years ago to a 
poor Indian slave girl, in the form of an image that today com- 
mands nationwide veneration* Thousands of people, rich and 
poor alike, make a yearly pilgrimage to this shrine in search 
of body and mental health. Relics, jewels and money, amount- 
ing to quite a fortune, have been donated to the shrine by the 
people of Costa Rica who feel a deep and abiding faith in their 
favorite Patron Saints 


t 


I 


"i 


1 


» 
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“HOSE MARIA CASTRO , distinguished lawyer, jurist and . statesman, 
was one of the outstanding contributors to the national unity, 
progress and traditional loyalty, to democratic principles lor 
which Costa Rica is known today. Chief of State during the Central 
American Federation, he was designated President when by Act of 
Congress (August 30, 1848) Costa Rica seceded, and ever since 
has been known as the "Father of the Republic". At various times 
of his active public life he held the posts of Minister oi Edu*- 
cation, Minister of Foreign Relations and Justice of the supreme 
Court. 


- 6 - 

C ELEBRATION of the Independence of Central America. See note 
4 under Holidays and Festivals in Guatemala. September 15th 
is counted as Independence Day throughout the Central American 
Republics, Although internal dissension prevented a permanent union 
on that date (lSBl) , it marked the inception of freedom. 
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HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS 



January 

1. - 

New Year’ s Day. 

January 

6 . - 

Dia de los Santos Reyes (the Epiphany) the 
gift giving day equivalent ol our Christmas* 

January 

21. - 

Foundation Day, commemorating the founding 
of the city of Panama. 

February 15. - 

Constitution Day, anniversary of the pro- 
clamation of Independence, 

- - - — 

- 

Movable Date - Carnival time. Sunday, Mon- 
day and Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, (l) 

March 

19. - 

St. Joseph’s Feastday, patronal feast of the 
r>.i-hv nf Dmn d z celebrated with Balserlas (u- 
nique Indian sport), bull fights etc. 

March or 

April 

Movable Date - Easter Season (Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday). (2) 

April 

14# — 

Pan American Day (Founding of the Pan American 
Union) . 

May 

1. - 

Labor Day. 

June 

22. - 

Commemoration of the. 1st Bolivarian Congress., (o) 

July 

4. - 

Independence Day of the United States of America. 

July 

24 o — 

Simon Bolivar’ s Birthday. 

August 

l 

• 

LO 
i — I 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, (religious 
feast celebrated with processions throughout the 
Republic) . 


- 23 - 
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October 

1. 

- 

Presidential Inauguration (every four years). 


October 

12. 

- 

Discovery of America (Columbus Day). 


November 

1 & 2 

On 

All Saints Day & All Souls Day, 


November 

3, 

- 

Panama’s Independence Day (Anniversary of seces- 
sion from Colombia), (4) 


November 

4. 


Flag Day. 

J 

November 

10. 


Primer Grito de Independencia (1st Battle Cry 
of Independence from Spain) ® 

? 

November 

28, 

tw 

Anniversary of Independence from Spain. 


December 

8. 

- 

Immaculate Conception and Mother’s Day, 

• 

December 

28, 


Dia de los Santos Inocmtes, the equivalent of 
April Fool’s Day in the United States, 


December 

25. 


Christmas Day, 


NOTES 


1 - 


HE MOST elaborate fiesta in Panama is the Carnival , a four 
day celebration preceding the coming of Lent f It is observ- 
ed in Panama City and Colon, with the wearing of fancy cos- 
tumes, parades and dancing. Even the smallest town in the inter- 
ior takes part in this gay event , with the girls and women clad 
in the famous Polleras and the men in the Montuno . In these beauti- 
ful costumes, the typical native dances of the Tomb or it o , the Punto 
and Cumbia take on new beauty and significance as they aro perform- 
ed to the torrid music of drums. Business comes to a halt; fancy 
dresses aro worn everywhere; serpentine and confetti shower the 
streets. A Queen is chosen by popular vote in each Province and 
in the Canal Zone. The climax is on the last day when beautiful 
floats, alive with glamorous senoritas, roll down the main avenue a 


<— 2 — 

OMAN CATHOLICISM is the religion of the people of Panama, 
All feast days of the Church are generally observed; as a 
rule, Government Departments are closed, but stores somet- 
imes remain open. Panamanians also celebrate some of the holi- 
days of the United States, such as Washington’s Birthday, Thanks- 
giving Day, etc e 
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HE PANAMA CONGRESS OE 1826, which met from June 22nd to July 
15th, was attended by representatives of Colombia, Mexico Peru 
and Central America. Colombia at that time embraced also the 
present day Republics -of Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela ; while the 
Central American Federation included the five Republics o± Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. Thus eleven 
of the States of today were represented* The United States was in- 
vited and, after extended debate in Congress, the invitation was 
accepted, but the delegates failed to arrive by the time the Con- 
gress had adjourned* 


First of a long series of inter-American conferences, the fam- 
ous Congress of Panama ’was inspired by the genius of the Liberator, 
Sim6n Bolivar. Bolivar was not Oxily a great military leader, but a 
keen political thinker* Pie recognized the need of cooperative action 
for mutual protection, but at the same time he envisaged the possibil- 
ity of a vast confederation acting through a central government and 
embracing all the territory still in the midst of the revolutionary 
struggle* He advanced the idea of a "union of South America in one 
great national unit, to the end that its immense resources might be 
applied by one single Government to one sole objective, namely, to 
resist foreign agression and at the same time to develop within the 
Continent the mutual cooperation of all its parts, thus attaining 
the acme of power and prosperity* " 


4: — 

T~ HE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA was a part of the Republic of Colombia 

up to the third of November, 1903, when it seceded to become 
an independent Republic and negotiated With the Government of 
the United States the treaty which empowered this nation to embark 
upon the construction of the Panama Canal. 

It is fitting that we recall here the patriotic leaders to 
whom belongs the chief honor in the triumph of the Independence of 
Panama. Outstanding among this group are the names of Manuel Amador, 
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This international organization was 

CREATED BY THE TWENTY-ONE AMERICAN RE- 
PUBLICS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FOSTERING 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AMD COOPERATION. 

It carries out the resolutions adopt- 
ed by THE SUCCESSIVE PAN AMERICAN CON- 
FERENCES, DIRECTING ITS ACTIVITIES MAINLY lOWARD THE DEVELOPMENT 01- CLOS>_R 
COMMERCIAL, FINANCIAL, AND CULTURAL RELATIONS AMONG THE GOVERNMENTS AND 
PEOPLES OF THIS CONTINENT. I T IS, MOREOVER, A SOURCE OF AUTHENTIC INFORM/-'. 
TION FOR THE CITIZENS OF LATIN AMERICA CONCERN I NG THE ECONOMIC LIFE, HIE 
CULTURE AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. A T THE SAME TIME, IT 
SERVES AS A CENTER FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION ON EACH OF THE. REPUB- 
LICS of Latin America, and its resources are always at the disposal or offi- 
cial OR PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS ANYWHERE IN THE AMERICAS DE~ 
SIRING ITS SERVICES. THERE ARE. SPECIAL DIVISIONS DEALING WITH FOREIGN TRmDE, 
STATISTICS, ECONOMICS', INTELLECTUAL COOPERATION, MUSIC, .JURIDICAL MATiERS,. 
AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION, TRAVEL, AND LABOR AND SOCIAL INFORMATION. 


THE TRAVEL DIVISION 

Organized in 1934 pursuant to a recommendation of the Seventh Ran Amer- 
ican Conference, this Office of the Pan American Union functions also as 
Permanent Secretariat of the. I nter-Amef. ican Travel Congresses, and maintains 

CLOSE RELATIONS WITH OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS OF THE 21 AMERICAN 
REPUBLICS AND THE DOMINION OF CANADA INTERESTED IN THE PROMOTION OF TRAVEL- 
It OPERATES A COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION AMD PUBLICITY SERVICE INTENDED TO 
MAKE BETTER KNOWN THE ADVANTAGES OF TRAVEL IN THE AMERICAS, AND SUPPLIED 
SPECIAL INFORMATION TO THE PROSPECTIVE TRAVELER ON MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION, 
SCHEDULES, HOTELS, CUSTOMS PROCEDURE AND ON LAWS AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING 
THE ENTRY OF FOREIGNERS INTO THE VARIOUS LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS. I HE 
FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL LIST OF SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THIS DIVISION*. 


TRAVEl IN THE AMERICAS. General illustrated folder on 

TRAVEL ATTRACT IONS IN THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS. 5/ 

TRAVEL IN THE AMERICAS SERIES* Special handy booklets 
on Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecua- 
dor, Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay. 3 / each. 

HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS: Mexico, Central America and 
Panama, and South America. Mimeographed 5 / each. 

MOTOR I MG TO MEX 1 CO . M i meggraphed bullet i n descr i b i ng 
the completed sections of the Pan American Highway and 
other routes open to the motorist. Mimeographed 10 / 


OVER THE TRAILS OF MEXICO’S PACIFIC HIGHWAY 


Free. 


PORTS AND HARBORS OF BRAZIL: Manaus, Belem do Para, 
and Recife. Mimeographed 5/ each. 


HOTELS IN LATIN AMERICA. 
SKIING IN CHILE. 


Mimeographed 10/ each. 

F REE . 


INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL STATISTICS - January - December 
- 1939 and 1940. 10 / 

Publications of the National Tourist Commissions of the various countri- 
es ARE RECEIVED OCCASIONALLY FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION. ALL INQUIRIES SHOULD BE 

addressed to the PAN AMERICAN UNION, TRAVEL DIVISION, WASHINGTON, D. C 
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